
DENIES U. S. LOSSES
BY SHIPSEIZURES

London Answers Fully Wilson's
Note Protesting Injury to
American Industries.

TO RETALIATE AGAINST
TEUTONS' SUBMARINES

Impossible to Separate German Civil
and Military Population. Hence

Food Detention.
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Impossible to Separate.
Conceding that foodstuffs intended for

the civil population of a country are not

contraband, the British government points
out that "in any country in which there
exists such tremendous organization for

var as now obtains in Germany there is
no clear division between those whom
the government is responsible for feeding
and those whom it is not."

"It will still be our endeavor," says
the final paragraph, "to avoid injury
and loss to neutrals, but the announcementby the German government of
their intention to sink merchant vesselsand their cargoes without verificationof their nationality or character
and without making any provision for
the safety of non-combatant crews or

giving them a chance, of saving their
lives, has made it necessary for his

w. rrr.rirr lllfcllt trt COlTSifleT What
ii.ajtocj ^

measures they should adopt to protect
their interests. It is Impossible for one

belligerent to depart from rules and
precedents and for the other to remain
bound by them."

Denies Hurting U. S. Trade.

Supplementing- the preliminary reply
of several weeks ago, the new note is
about 10,000 words long and includes
not only statistical argument, but a

further discussion of the legal principlesinvolved. Foremost, however, is
the denial of the British government
that the depression in American industriesreferred to in the American note
was due to the aleged interference of
the British fleet with American commerce.on "the result of any exercise of
belligerent rights."
Since the presentation of the preliminarynote. Sir Edward states that

he has had "further opportunity of examininginto the trade statistics of
the United States as embodied in the
ustoms returns, in order to see whetherthe belligerent action of threat

Britain has been in any way the cause

of the trade depression which your excellency(Ambassador Page) describes
as existing Vi the United States and
also whether the seizures of vessels or
careoes which have been made by the
British navy have inflicted any loss
on American owners for which our existingmachinery provides no means
of redress.**

Reviews British. Acts.
"In setting- out the results of my investigation,"writes the British secretary."I think it well to take the opportunityof giving a general review of

the methods employed by his majesty's
government to intercept contraband
trade with the enemy, of their consistencywith the admitted right of a

belligerent to intercept such trade, and
also of the extent to which they have
endeavored to meet the representations
and complaints from time to time addressedto them on behalf of the United
States government.
"Toward the close of your note of

tin 2Stn December your excellency de«<:?bed thr situation produced by t«.e
: tion of Great Britain as a pitiful
i m to the commercial interests of the
7'; ited States and said that many of
*t!< great industries of the country were
s :fT<-ring because their products were de-
ried long-established markets in neutral
Kuropean countries contiguous to the

True Trade Disarranged.
It is unfortunately true that in these

days. when trade and finance are cosmopolitan.any war, particularly a war

of any magnitude, must result in a

grievous dislocation of commerce, infludinftthat of the nations which take
no part in the war. Your excellency
will realize that in this tremendous
struggle, for the outbreak of which
'Jreat Britain is in no way responsible.
It ia impossible for the trade of any
country to escape all injury and loss,
but for such his majesty's governmen*
are not to blame.

"I do not understand the paragraph
which I have quoted from your excellency'snote an referring to these indirectconsequences of the state of war,
but to the more proximate and direct
effect of our belligerent action in dealingwith neutral ships and cargoes on.
the high seas. Such action has been
limited to vessels on their way to enemy'sports In neutral countries adjacentto the theater of war, because
Jt is only through such ports that the
enemy Introduces the supplies which
he requires for carrying on the war."

Few Vessels Molested.
Sir Edward then pointed out that only

eight out of the 773 ships sailing from
the United States for neutral European
countries have been placed In the prize
courts, and that only forty-five have been
temporarily aetameo to enarwe particularconsignments of cargo to be dis
uarged for the purpose of prize court

proceedings."
The note does not go into detail as to

American ships detained on the high seas
or taken to British ports for search.
The next paragraph analyzes the statisticso? exports from the United States

and makes the observation that "It is
therefore clear that, if cotton be excluded.the effect of the war has been not to
increase, but practically to arrest the
decline of American exports which was in
progress earlier in the year. In fact, any
decrease in American exports which is attributedto the war is essentially cotton."
Pointing out that Great Britain has

never declared cotton contraband or interferedwith Its shipment, the note then
remarks that imports of cotton to the
United Kingdom fell as heavily as those
to other countries and the same "no
doubt was true of France."

Seek Cause Elsewhere.
"The general result," it' continues, "is
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to show convincingly that the nava! operationsof Great Britain are not the
cause of any diminution In the volume of
American exports, and that if the commerceof the United States is in the unfavorablecondition which your excellencydescribes, the cause ought in fairnessto be sought elsewhere than in the
activities of his majesty's naval forces."
Moreover, the British communication!

contends that even though trade be-!
tween the United States and the allies:
has diminished from normal, the com-'
merce with neutral countries as comparedwith previous years has been
maintained, and the inference "may
fairly be drawn" that a "substantial;
part of this trade was In fact intended;
for the enemy countries, going through
neutral ports by routes to which it was!
previously unaccustomed."
Taking up some of the "inconven-j

iences to which this great war is exposingthe commerce of all neutral
countries." the note points out that
undoubtedly the "serious shortage inI
shipping available for ocean transport,I
and the consequential result or excen-i

sive freights" have had much to do
with the situation, but a denial is enteredthat Great Britain's activity has
brought about this shortage, for it is
added that only ten neutral vessels are

awaiting adjudication in prize court.
Great "Britain declares that she, too,

is suffering from the* shortage of shipping,and a rise in freights "as acutely
if not more than other nations,'* and
has taken "every step consistent with
belligerent interests to increase the
tonnage available for the transport of
sea-borne commerce."

Mine Destruction. '

The hope is expressed that the UnitedStates will realize that the detention
of neutral ships by the allies has not

contributed nearly fo much to the

shortage of shipping "as has the destructionof neutral vessels by submarinemines indiscriminately laid by
the enemy on the high seas many miles
from the coast in the track of merchant
vessels.
"Up till now/' continues the note,

"twenty-five neutral vessels have boon
reported as destroyed by mines on tne
high seas; quite apart from all questionsof the breach of treaties and the
destruction of life, there is far more
reason- for protest on the score of belligerentinterference with innocent neutraltrade through the mines scattered
l»v the enemy than through the British
exercise of the right of seizing contraband."

Quotes XT. S. Doctrine.
Discussing the general proposition

that a belligerent is entitled to capture
contraband goods on their way to the
enemy, the British note traces the originof the right of interception and
speaks of the new devices encountered
from time to time for dispatching contrabandgoods to an enemy. Here the
doctrine of continuous voyage as enunciatedduring the4 civil war by SecretarySeward is quoted at length and
the question of ultimate destination
argued in legal detail.
To justify the detention of suspected

parirrtpu -x-hf-n nassimr between neutral
countries, and taking them Into ports j
for examination, the cases of American
practice during the Spanish-American
war also are cited and the note says
these precedents are inconsistent with
the statement of the American governmentmade to the British ambassador at
Washington on the 7th of November,
which insists that search should be
made on the high seas at the time of
the visit, and that tha conclusion of
the search should rest upon the evidencefound on the ship under investigationand not upon circumstances
ascertained from external sources.

Calm Waters for Searchers.
The foreign secretary reiterates that

the increased size of steamships
necessitates search in calm waters, and
insists that during the Russo-Japanese
war and also during the second Balkan
war. "British vessels were made to

deviate from their course and follow
the cruisers to some spot where the
right of visit and search could be more j
conveniently carried out," and in both j
cases, "although questioned at -first.
Great Britain finally acquiesced."
To take a ship Into port, the note contends,is not to be looked upon "as a

new belligerent right, but as an

adaptation of the existing right to the
modern conditions of commerce," and,
like all belligerent rights, it must be
exercised "with due regard to neutral
interests, and it would be unreasonable
to expect a neutral vessel to make
long deviations from her course for
this purpose." For this reason, it is
asserted, neutral merchantmen were
encouraged to visit some British port
on their route to avoid the alternative
of keeping a vessel waiting, perhaps!
for days, for better weather conditions
on the high seas.
Realizing that in no war that has

yet been waged have neutral individuals
"not occasionally suffered from unjustifiedbelligerent action," Great Britain
suggests that opportunities for adequatecompensation are offered in the
British prize courts, details of which
proceedings are given.

Points to Prize Courts.
"It is the common experience of

every war," continues the note, "that
neutrals whose attempts to engage in
suspicious trading are frustrated by a

belligerent are wont to have recourse
to their government to urge that diplomaticremonstrances should be made
on their behalf, and that redress should
be obtained foi.them In this way.
When an effective mode of redress is
open to them in the courts of a civilizedcountry by which they can ob'«lnorlbiiiHitp oatiafflftinn for anv in-

vaslon of their rights which is contraryto the laws of nations, the only
course which is consistent with sound
principle is that they should be referredto that mode of redress, and
that no diplomatic action should be
taken until their legal remedies have
been exhausted, and they are In a poisition to show rima facie denial of
justice."
The British government recalls that

it followed this course with its own

ships during the American civil war
and the Spanish-American war.

In connection with the subject of detentions.Ambassador Page is remindedthat he has now been supplied
by the British foreign office "with particularsof every ship under American
colors detained and of every shipment
detained and of every shipment of
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cargo In which an American dtlsen
appears to be the party interested;
not only Is the fact of detention notifiedto your excellency, but, so far as
is practicable, the grounds upon which
the vessel or cargo had been detained
are also communicated to you, a concessionwhich enables any United
States citizen to take steps at once to
protect his interests."

Food for Civilians.
Turning to the question of conditional

contraband foodstuffs, the note says:
"No countrj- had maintained more

stoutly than Great Britain in modern
times the principle that a belligerent
should abstain from interference with
the foodstuffs intended for the civil
population. The circumstances of the
present struggle are causing his majesty'sgovernment some anxiety as to
whether the existing rules with regard
xo conditional contraoana, irameu as

they were with the object of protecting
so far as possible the supplies which
were intended for the civil population,
are effective for the purpose, or suitableto the conditions present. He
principle which I have indicated alpoye
is ofie which his majesty's government
have constantly had to uphold against
the opposition of continental powers.
Tn the absence of some certainty that
the rule would be respected by both
parties to this conflict, we feel great
doubt whether it should be regarded
as an established principle of interna!tional law."

Bismarck Quoted.
Sir Edward then quoted Prince Bismarck'sanswer to the Kiel Chamber of

Commerce in 1S84, in connection with
the treatment of rice as contraband in
the French-Chinese war:
"The measure in question," Prince

Bismarck is quoted as saying, "has for
its object tV. shortening of the war
by increasing the difficulties of the
enemy and is a justifiable step in war
if impartially'enforced against all neutralships."
The British note here remarks:
"His majesty's government are disposedto think that the same view is

still maintained by the German government.Another circumstance which
is now coming 10 ugiu «» m<ti «.i»

elaborate machinery has been organizedby the enemy for supply of foodstuffsfor the use of the German army
l'rom overseas. Under these circumstancesIt would be absurd to give any
definite pledge that in cases where the
supplies can be proved to be for the
use of the enemy forces they should be
given complete immunity by the simple
expedient of dispatching them to an

agent in a neutral port.
"The reason for drawing a distinction

between foodstuffs intended for the
civil population and those for the
armed forces of enemy government
disappears when the distinction betweenthe civil population and the
armed forces itself disappears.

German Foodstuff Seizure.

"In any country in which there existssuch tremendous organizations for
war as now obtains in Germany there
is no clear division between those
whom the government is responsible
for feeding and those for whom it is
not. Experience shows that the power
to requisition will he used to the fullestextent in order to make sure that
the wants of the military are supplied.

* * 1. .~ rrtoir >.c. im.
anu uowever uiut« gvvua »»i»j ««

ported for civil use, it is by the militarythat they will be consumed if militaryexigencies require it, especially
now that the German government has
taken control of all the foodstuffs in
the country."
After giving statistics tending to

show that supplies are reaching neutralports from the United States to
"an unprecedented extent," and recitingefforts on the part of his government"to deal as leniently as possible
w,ith neutral interests," &ir Edward
points out that Great Britain has recognized"the transfer to a neutral flag
of enemy ships belonging to companies
which were incorporated in the enemy
country, but all of whosef shareholders
were neutral," even waiving objections
to companies "incorporated in Germanywhich were subsidiary to and
owned by American corporations," the
only condition being imposed that
these vessels "should take no further
part in trade with ' the enemy country."

British Acts Lenient.

"I have given these indications."
concluded Sir Edward "of the policy
which we have followed, because I
cannot help feeling that if the facts
were more fully known as to the effortswhich we have made to avoid inflictingany avoidable injury on neutralinterests, many of .the complaints
which have been received by the administrationin Washington, and which
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led to the protest which your excellencyhanded to me the 28th of Decemberwould never have been made.
"My hope is that when the facta

which I have set out above are realized,and when it is seen that our naval
operations have not diminished Americantrade with neutral countries, and
that the lines on which we have acted
are consistent with the fundamental
principles of International law. it will
be apparent to the eovernment and
people of the United States that his
majesty's government have hitherto
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endeavored to exercise their belligerent
rights with every possible consldera-1
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CONDUCTOR IS ACCUSED.

S. E. Borden Awaits Trial on Charge
of Appropriating Tickets.

Sheldon E. Borden, a street railway
conductor, was arraigned in the Police
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Court today on two charges of larceny
after trust. Through his attorney,
Robert I. Miller, he pleaded not guilty
and demanded & jury trial,
Borden, who was arrested by DetectivesPratt and Forteney just as he

finished his ruh yesterday, is charged
with appropriating 100 car tickets In
one of the informations, and thirtyfourtickets in the other, to his own
use. The complaint was brought by
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Iforlick's Malted Milk 45c
Horiick's Malted Milk H5c
Uorsfcrd'x Veld Phosphate 39c
Horsfford's Add Phosphate 75c
Humphrey's Oil 19c
Humphrey's OH 38c
Humphrey's Remedies 18c
Hypo A'uclane Tablets 80c

Hyomel Liquid 40c
llyomel Outfit 80c

Imperial Hair Regenerator. .91.IH)
Imperial Hair Regenerator. .$3.00
Imperial Granum 30c
Imperial Granum 53c
liuperlul Granum 80c
.lads Salts 65c
Johnson's Papolds 40c
Johnson's Papolds 75c
Kobler's Headache Powders. ... lOc
Kobler's Headache Powders. Ilk?
lioudon's Jelly 19c
Koudon's' Jelly ..... .. ,38c
Kutnow's Powder . .78c
I^actobacilUne Tablets 85c
Lactopeptine Tablets 39c
liRrfupfpune ranifiii «ne

I.avorU .20c
l^avorln . .U5c

* l<«XRtlvf Bromo Quinine ».17c
Llnterlne 15c
Ultertne ..i.....' U8c

For Reliable Goods and Promp

UftHUtiajiM
| Washington Store.100

officers of the Washington Railway
and Electric Company.
The defendant was released on 1300

bond for his appearance at trial.

West Virginia Hearing Adjourns.
WHEELING. W. Va . February IS..

The hearing before J. W. Vandervoort,
special master, of the appeal of the
Manufacturers' Light and Heat Companyof Pittsburgh from the order of

URDAY" il

Ids unexpected illness are ne

susceptible to sudden attacks, ar
ir nnces for ttiis salir.

FREE
Sanola Syringe

(which prevents tubing and bag from
vides a convenient place for this artl

. Wit

,/mF°.
All RIker Fountain Syringe

"Priadlla," 49a; now... 43c
Chocolate molded Xo. 2, $2 GO;

now 92.25
No. TA9S Special, 9 Sc; now...K9c
"No Seam*9 red rubber, $1.35;
now I $1.1®

Cold Weathp
Reduce*

Ladies' Princess Jacket
P « r f o rated

$3.97,1

Hygienic Chamois Lung
Protector

Made of whole
piece S°i^^

hie only, small.
11.18, now 8Hc; .

now $1.19

Riker's Emergency Case

A most complete outfit, containingeverything necessary for
"First Aid." Also a complete
medicine chest for' treatment of
ordinary aches and ills. Pills,
Salves. Bandages, Antiseptic
Dressings, Remedies and Standard
Drugs *1.98

Riker's Absorbent Gauze
Five-yard package, 33c, now...29c

Riker's Gauze Bandages
Assorted sizes, lb., 75c, now. 97c

Riker's Oiled Silk
14x15 in., 25c, now 19r
3j yard., 60c. now 49c
1 yd., $1.00, now..' 93c

Rubber Sheeting
White, single coated.

1 yd. wide, 59c yd., now 49c
1 yd. wide, $1.12 yd., now 98c

Riker's Nipples
,.. Made of clean, pure
U rubber. Popular non-colJ]lapsible ball top. Kach
a |( packed in a separate carM<^ ton. Doz., 50c, now....35c

Ift IB Rtjter** Baby Pants
,11* IB 25c, now10c

1.1 50c, now 39c

Teething Rings

now 13c
No. 6. One Ring White Celluloid,

10c, now 7c

Insoles
Keep ' the feet "warm and dry.
Cork and Hair, or Cork and Felt.

10c pair, now 7c

For Sick Rooms

Bed Pan Douche Pan )
White Enamel, flrav Enamel,
$1.75, now S1.58 $1.50, now 81.19
Grav Enamel, White Enamel.
$1*.25, now. .»»7c $1.50, ntiw|I.l» |

White Enamel Urinals
Male, 9Sc, I Female, *1.19,
now 78c inow .....88e

. - Eye Bath C
t Service Go to

Every n

6 F Street

the West Virginia public service commissionreducing its rates hat? been
atljourned until the week beginning:
Monday. March 1».

Senate Passes Nevada Divorce Bill.
CARSON. New. February IS..The Mil

providing for a six-month residence for
divorce has passed the genate.

Japan manufactures many bicycles,.

ibber Gloves tfftiPV //t/U S
»ct. the hands in B Ifj[| >g
Housework. */»'

feet ion Rubber jgj
sale 69r 1 f «

d Dry Rubber ^
sale 29c ^

;/ I
JLJu ii
:ver needed quite so gener- c

*

id we are suggesting many j ,

!

\
Hook pfli I ;j

i cracking and pro- ttj jg i

i Syringe C| j!,9cor over \
s are fully guaranteed.
Xe. 3 Special, $1.73; now «i.s» g
Combination \o. 2, $1.39; now P

91.19 p ;*
Red Rubber Rectal Tubes. 45c; 9

now 39c L,

sr Garments
d25% IJ
Men's Chamois-lined Auto ^ '

Vest i
Alade of select- ^ft !{ed soft tanned mi AN

chamois, cut J^KX. & * j
same style as
regular
Fits snugly to ^
body. Buttons K'
front. High cut
around neck. S^SK^PBR IS' '*
Thoroughly pro- j-;
tects the chest. $3.75, now..92.81 |jBj i

Ladies' Paper Vests
Made of toughened fiber paper, c

windproof, and retains the body
heat; very lig^ht and p*.i ibl socan gbe drawn into any shape to fit 6*
snugly to the body; 45c, now...33c fig

Paper Chest Protectors &j
Same strong-, fiber material as

paper vest, but cut to protect chest *1
and back; lye, now 2 for 25c

!
Medicine Case

Most Useful for travelers and the jjf \
home. Come in two sizes, with ^ ] >

8 and y vials; metal capped.
anil in iroml L'rndu r»f luat hor"" "

& r
Case illustrated. No. 2309A 9 bot- >£

ties, metal capped. $1.19. now. .»Xe ,iZ\
9 bottles, $2.49, now *1.08 ^

Robinson Bath Cabinets >4

_ $
The most

satisfae- . ^FlS'hi
tory w a y ".>a

take
Turk ish. ^

', t^hbkei
Vapor or r

Medicated £§(
Baths in |g

own ^j-J
home. Re- ^ kKMH^B 5*2
colds, VlpiHp »

chills,jg
rheumatism, etc. Stimulates circu- g ;
lation and helps keep the system
in condition.
$6.00. now *4.50; $7.50. now * .4* >$

-Hospital Blankets 'j:
"White Rubber, 36x72 inch, $1.39, Jgj
now .$1.25 §

Black Rubber. 45x72 inch, $1.75, §
now ....$1.57

Rubber Urinals ^
No. 23,. male, day use. 1 / fl} i8f

$1.70, now

No. 2, female, day ^ jte.
ut»e, $1.60, now...$1.28 /Nffi ^
No. 5A, female, » r

day use, $3.95, now (si p
$3.20. yT lg
Others reduced to- 1 2g

$2.18, $2*8, $2.84. I^

Vhite Enamel Solution Basins ||
Shallow. 4 5c, Sg'

T^v now..-; 38c gjj
Shallow, 50c, Sg

now 43c j®
Shallow, 55c, Bj

now ...47c $g

up Serviettes f
iedicine

,, . Superior Sanitary Nap- R
Id have . , . m

I kins, highly absorbent. gflint or Handy package of six jP
>s: also napkins. Large sixe only. P

5e 25c package, now lSe p

Great Britain intends to take retaliatorymeasures against the German submarinecampaign against enemy ships.
The British government denies that

activities of the British fleet ore responsiblefor depression in American industries,
and suggests, among other causes, shortageof shipping facilities, consequent
diminution of cotton trade and destructionby submarine mines, "laid by the

enemy indiscriminately, of many neutral
vessels."
These are features of the second and

complete reply of Great Britain to. the

American note of protest, which, December28 last, asked for an early improvementin the treatment of American commerceby the British fleet. It was made

public by mutual agreement between the
State Department and the British foreign
office. The note was addressed to Am'*"» 1 c!;- "Cfltirntvl (!rOT nr/Ur


